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TO THE MOST REVEREND 


_—_ #3 # FT 


LORD ARCHBISHOP or YORK, 


THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE 


IS.INSCRIBED 


BY HIS GRACES DUTIFUL, 


AND MOST OBLIGED SERVANT, 


THE AUTHOR. 
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G A L. iii. 19. 


WHEREFORE THEN SERVETH THE LAW? 


L 


cerning the deciſions of God, for whilſt the Creator is 

= * from everlaſting to everlaſting, knows the paſt, the pre- 
ſent, and the future, the Creature is circumſcribed in his Ideas, 
his days are Þ as an hand breadth, and his age is as nothing; 
Yet, however ſhort the Life of Man is, or however limited his 
Underſtanding, he cannot but diſcern and confeſs the aſtoniſn- 
ing goodneſs of God, that Goodneſs which hath been evidently 
apparent, in every Age and Period of the World. Since the 
Almighty formed I the Heavens and the Earth, he never left. 
himſelf without Witneſs, but continued to manifeſt himſelf gra- 
dually, S at ſundry times, as St. Paul tells us, and in divers man- 
| ners: 


I. is difficult for Man to form any juſt judgment con- 


Pf. xc. 2, | Pl. ix. 5, f Pf. xc. 2. Ads xvii. 24. 


-$ Heb. i. x. See Gen. ii. 23 24. Matt. xix. 5. Mark x. 7. 1 Cor. xvi. 16, 
See Biſhop. Bull on the Subject, p. 182. and Jurieu's Crit. Hiſt. Vol. I. p. 

By Viſions, Gen. xxxi. 24. Job xxxiii. 14, 15. By the Prophets, Heb. i. i. y 
Preaching, Titus i. 3. By the appearing of our Saviour, 2 Tim. i. 10. Num. xii. 
6, 7, 8. By Dreams, Job iv. 13. was, Dan. ii. 1. . * 


Eo 


ners: at firſt by the * light of Nature, and when that light 
proved inſufficient for the important purpoſes of Religion, 
+ He then eſtabliſbed a Teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a Law 
in Iſrael, which he commanded our Forefathers to teach their Chil- 
dren, that their Poſterity might know it, and the Children which 
were yet unborn, to the intent that when they came up they might 
ſhew their Children the ſame, that they might put their truſt in God, 
and not forget the works of God, but keep his Commandments. 


_ Tavs, as the capacities of Men differed, in different Ages 
of the World, the external form of Religion differed alſo. To 
the Religion of Nature the I Patriarchal, to the Patriarchal 
the Moſale, to the Moſaic the Chriſtian Diſpenſation ſucceed- 


ed; all concentring to one and the ſame point, the Inſtruction | 


_ Salvation of Man. 


Tus Sacred Writers have repeatedly informed us, that the 
Great Scheme of our Redemption in Chriſt Jeſus, was || fore- 
ortained before the foundation of the world: SGod ſerth not, as Man 
ſeeth; ¶ a thouſand years in his fight are but as yeſterday; I He 
declares 955 End n the beginning, and from Ancient Times, the 


things 


a Rom: 3. 20. — ii. 14, 15. Jer. li. 15. Roy's Wiſdom of God in the 
Creation, a 09 de ga Fay 


+ PC. lxxviii. 5, 6, 7. This Law may properly be divided into three ſeveral 
and diſtin parts: in regard to the Aoral part, which is eternal and uncha 
able, ſee Deut. ix. 1 7 Exod. Xxiv. 1. Ibid, xxxii; 15. Matt. xxii. 40. Th © Ce. 
remonial and Judicial parts, were peculiar to the Jews only; Acts xv, 21. Ibid. 


x 2329. Heb, viii, 6—13. 
80 called from arg and agu. See Edwards's Survey of Religion, B. i. 


1 Eoheſ. i. 4. Col: i. 26. Tit. i. 2. Pet. i. 20. See alſo Fentin's Reaſon- 
ablene els, Vol. Tt. 


$ x Sam. xvi. 7. J Pl. xc. 2. 1 Ifaiah 1xvi, 10, 11. 
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1 


things that are not yet done; His ways are equal and juſt ; He 


diſpoſes all Events, even the moſt diſtant, with unerring Wiſ- 
dom; He guides the whole fabric of the Univerſe, and all 
things therein contained, with the ſame Almighty facility, with 
which he at firſt created them. When therefore * the moſt 
High divided to the Nations their inheritance, and determined the 
bounds of their habitation, he for reaſons the moſt excellent, 
though ſimple Man will not allow it, I choſe 1ſ-ael for bis pe- 
culiar Treaſure, as the Pſalmiſt aſſerts; i. e. He diſtinguiſned 
the Jeus eminently, by giving them 4 Statutes more Righteous 
than any other Nation, for unto them as the Apoſtle expreſſes 
it, {| appertained the adoption, and the Glory, and the Covenant, and 
the giving of the Law, and the Service of God, and the Premiſes. 
Why then did the Almighty make his Will known to Moſes, 
by the Miniſtry of $ Angels? Why take the people of rar 
under his more immediate protection? Why vouchſafe to them 
ſo very extraordinary a Revelation? Why aſſign them, ſo pe- 
culiar a Conſtitution, or as the Apoſtle puts the queſtion, Mhere- 
fore then ſerveth the Law? What in truth, was its chief end, 
and real purport? St. Paul who aſks the queſtion, does him- 
ſelf aſſign the reaſon: it was added, ſays he, to the preceding 
ſyſtem of Religion, z. e. to the Patriarchal, becauſe of tranſ- 
greſions, becauſe at the time, when the Moſaic Conſtitution 
was firſt eſtabliſhed, Mankind had almoſt univerſally fallen 
from * that Syſtem, and were involved in Polytheiſm, and 
Llolatry : it was added, not for the uſe of the Jews alone, in- 
8 | | dependent 
Deut. xxxii. 8. Ads xviith, xxvith. + Pf, exxxv. 4. ; 

t Deut. iv. 7, 8. Nehemiah ix. 13. | Rom. ix. 4. 


Adds vii. 35. Gal. iii. 19. See Mr. Bate's Examination of Chubb, p. go. 
4 2 8 


Sk 1 


dependent of all others, as * ſevcral paſſages in.the Sacred 
Records clearly demonſtrate, but that the Neighbouring Na- 
tions: alſo, the Egyptians, the Arabians, the Chaldeans, the 
Aſyrians, and they who from all parts of the World frequented 
the Maritime Towns of Sidan and I Tyre, might hear of their 
extraordinary Viſdom in matters of Religion, || and ſay, ſurely 
this great Nation, is a wiſe, and underſtanding people; for what 
Nation it there. ſo great, who hath God ſo nigh unto them, and what 
Natian is there ſo great, | that hath Statutes and Judgments ſo 
Righteous? I God is of a truth no reſpecter of Perſons : ** He is 
not the God of the Jews only : His Paternal Goodneſs 1s extend- 
ed to all the Sons and Daughters of Adam, indiſcriminately, 
and without exception. The Law of Moſes, therefore, given 
to the Jews, was not to be, as they imagined, of perpetual ob- 
ligation: it was a mere ++ Temporary Inſtitution, which 
drew towards its concluſion, after the appearance of Jobn the 
Baptiſt; the Sacrifice and the Oblation enjoined in the Law, 


were to. ceaſe, and accordingly did ceaſe, as predicted by the 


Prophet 4 Daniel, with the aboliſhing of which, the Jewiſh 
- # | Worſhip 
See Exod. vii. 15.— ix. 16.— xiv. 4. Num. xiv. 13. Ibid, xxi. Deut. iv.6, 
1 Kings viii. 41, 42, 43. ,Þf. xxvi. 3, 
+ See Iſalah xxiii. 12. Juſtin, Lib. 18. f 
4 See the Prophet Iſaiah xxiii. 3, 4, 8. and Ezek. xxvii. 3, 25. ix. 33. 
and Zech. ix. 3. 5 ö 
I Deut. iv. 6, 7, 8. § Acts x. 15. Rom. iii. 29. 
++ This eſtabliſhment continued about fourteen hundred years; the Scepter, 
as predicted, did not depart from Judah till Shiloh came, who was foretold to be the 
gathering of the People, Gen. xlix. 10. or as the Hebrew word is rendered by the 
Jewiſh Commentators, wpoodoxia the expeclation of the People. 
tt Dan. ix. 27. Svlpitius Severus, Lib. 2. Euſebius Ev. Hiſt, 4. 6. Origen. 
Conr. Celſ. 11. p. 56. Euſebius Demonſtr. Evang. I. 1. 
The deſign of Sacrifice is expreſsly declared, Lev. i. 4. and its inſufficiency 
ſhewn, Heb. x. i. It was typical and expreſſive of that Only True Atoning Sacti- 
fice, which the Son of God was to offer in due time. 


5 
Worſhip and Church, were brought to a final period. The 
Law of Moſes, then, * made nothing perfect; it was a ſtate of 
diſciphne and + bondage under the elements of this World, a 
+ Schoolmaſter to inſtruct them in the Rudiments of Religion, 
to lay before them the beginning or firſt opening of an uni- 
verſal Syſtem, being declaratory and expreſſive of that Future 
Diſpenſation, and thoſe Future Benefits, which were to be 
more explicitly unfolded in || he Ages to come, when God ſhould 
$ raiſe them up another Prophet from among tbeir brethren, who 
according to the Predictions of ** David, and +Þ Zechariah, 
ſhould be both King, and High Prieſt, and who in the words 
of St. Paul, ſhould be I | counted worthy of more glory, than even 
the faithful Moſes himſelf. In the Old Teſtament, we read only 
of one Prophet, the Prophet |||| Fonab, who was expreſsly ſent 
to the Gentiles, for their inſtruction, and information: his 
appointment to that Office, was a premonition to the People, 
that the Almighty did intend, in he fulneſs of time, as the Scrip- . 
ture ſpeaks, to FF raiſe up à root of Jeſſe, to break down the mid- 
dle wall of Partition, and finally to unite all Nations, in one 
communion, under one great Shepherd, and Biſhop of their Sculs. 


Id the mean time, till that Glorious, and. long promiſed 
Event ſhould take place, the People of I1/ae! were honored, 
* Heb. vii. 29. + Gal. iv. 3. t waidaywyos, Ibid. v. 24. 

| ev Tois ade role dg. Epheſ. ii. 7. 

Deut. xviii. 18. aan ww; T4 a D win. So alſo Heb- 
ii. 17. Hicoc Aęxiiętus. 

2 Þſ. cx. ++ Sech. 6. verſe 13. 

tt Heb. iii. 2, 5. and the reaſon is aſſigned Acts xiii. 38, 39. | 

I Jonah i. 3. 59 See Iaiah xi. 10. Eph. ii. 14. 1 Pet. ii. 25. 


1 
— 
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LS 1 
in an * extraordinary manner; God himſelf condeſcended to 
be their Inſtructer, and Guide; It was their diſtinguiſhed 
privilege to know God, and the adoration due to him; the 
preſervation of true Religion, was to be traced among them 
only. of all the Nations of the Earth: They were therefore to 
be God's + Witneſſes, as he himſelf terms them, that he was 


God; the One, Supreme, Univerſal God, the Maker and Go- 


vernor of the whole World ; that God, concerning whom the 
Idolatrous Nations retained-no juſt conception whatſoever, for 
they worſhipped a Multiplicity of Idols, vain objects of Truſt, 
and {| no Gods, but the work of Men's bands, Wood and Stone: 
Some of them, even the wiſeſt and moſt civilized, attributed 
all events to & Fate, or Unguided Chance, whilſt others, to de- 
precate the Wrath of their Pretended Deities, were addicted 
not only to the moſt ridiculous ceremonies, but to the moſt 


SS Immoral and 3 Rites. The Eſtabliſhment, there- 


fore, 
4 TRY . Selden de ure nt, aſſim. 
+ d Bude Legat. B. 5. 8. J P- 749 . 
2 Iſaiah xliii. 10, 12. 4 
12 1b. J. C. xix. ** Meimanides Mot. Nevo. L. 3. C. 37. Mactob. Sa- 


Turn. 


Their Sable, wretched, dubious State, is appoſitely expreſſed by the 
orian Tacitus : ** Mihi hec ac talia audienti in incerto judicium eſt, _ 
res Humanæ et neceſſitate immutabili, an forte volvantur ; quippe Sapientifſn 


2 quique eorum ſectam emulantur, diverſos reperjes, ac multis in = 


| CE non initia Noſtra, non Finem, non denique e Diis Cure.” 


acit. Annal. Lib. 6. Schedius de Diis Germ WAY 
n 175. Schædius de Diis nals. 130. talis 
Cel L. 5 . Dei 8 L. xiv. p. 647. Tattin, : "i 18. e. 5. 
1 Lib. 55 Cu . 6. Schedius de 2 225 On this account 
2 were euere g ting affirms ; 

MepOis xz Beben tonuwbnorlal, — 0¹ RT 2 woe ee % Tay 5 
Seo», Conſtant. Orat. Cap. 16. apud Euſeb. Ecclef. Hiſt. p. 697. For theſe 
Teaſons, and becauſethe people of Tyre were enemies to the 3 ſee Ezek. xxvi. 
COTE; Amos i. g. therefore the ee ICE them to 
on. 


x 


"* 
11 
WT. 


1 
fore, of the Moſaic Conſtitution, was an unqueſtionable proof 
of the Wiſdom, the Goodneſs, and the Juſtice of God: it was 
a preſervative againſt Idolatry, and a ſtanding Confutation of 
it: it turned many from the adoration of Idols, to the adora- 
tion of the living God. The People of Iſrael, conſidered as 
God's Witneſſes, were well inſtructed for that important end: 
they were not only in poſſeſſion of thoſe Sacred Records, 


| which contained the promiſe of the Meffiah, but they had ſeen, 


and therefore could atteſt * his glory among the Heathen, his 
wonders among all the people; that he 1s great, and greatly to be 


. praiſed, and that be is to be feared above all Gods: they had ſeen, 


and therefore conld atteſt the Extraordinary Fats done in 
+ Egypt, at the f Red Sea, and at the promulgation of the Law 
on Mount Sinai, from whence, to their great |} Terror, and 
extreme aſtoniſhment, the Almighty gave the moſt illuſtrious 
exhibition of his Divine Prefence and Majefty. Thoſe famous 
Lawgivers, Lycurgus, Minos, Numa, and Others, were deſirous 
of giving their Laws the F appearance at leaſt, of a Divine 
Authority. So was the Impoſter Mabomet, who in his Koran 


calls himſelf the Meſſenger of God. They all pretended that 


they 
1 Pharaoh might well imagine, that he had the people of Iſrael ritangled and 


Aut in; ſee Exod, xiv, 3. The road through which they paſſed was very ſtraight, 


— only = in a ran; Exod. xiii. 18. Oh each fide were Mountains 
impaſſable: the Red-Sea in front, and their Enemies the Egyptians at their backs. 

t Ancient Writers bear teſtimony to the truth of this aſtoniſhing event. See 
Euſeb. Præp. Evang. Lib. g. Cap. 27. Oro, Lib. I. ex Greg. Tur. Hiſt, Lib. 
1. Cap. 10. and Diod. Sic. Hiſt, Lib. 3. p. 174. Tom. I. Edit. Rhodem. Alſo 
Dr. Shaw's learned Remarks; fee his Travels, p. 352: 


| See Le Clerc on Gen. xvi. 13. | 


Lycurgus perſuaded the Spartans that his Laws were given by Apollo, Numa 
perſuaded the Romans that his were given by Tgeria. TR ; 


ET: 
they received their reſpective Syſtems from Heaven, but the 
truth of this depended on their own affirmations only: they 
had No Witneſſes to appear on their behalf, and give evidence 


to the truth of their Declarations. Not ſo, the Divine Law- 


giver Mos ks. He put the proof of the Divine Authority of 
his Law, upon ſenſible facts, of the moſſ public Nature. The 
whole body of the Jes, not the * Heads of therr Tribes, and 
of their Elders only, but their whole Body, all Hrael aſſembled, 
fix hundred thouſand People, and upwards, were his Wit- 
neſſes and Atteſtators. When the immutable part of the 
Law was delivered from Sinai, They All Þ heard the Voice of 


the Living God, They All, + ſaw His Glory and His Greatneſs. 


But the People of Iſrael are not the only Witneſſes in this 
important cauſe: The || Babylonians, the F Egyptians, the 


** Chaldeans," the ++ Arabians, the f Tyrians, All give evi- 


dence to the truth of the Moſaic Revelation; {||| a// that ts 


written in the Book, "which the Prophet Feremiah prophefied, and 


the Other Prophets, againſt All theſe Nations, have been lite- 
rally fulfilled. This is a piece of Evidence, clear and incon- 


teſtable: here the Knowledge and the Power of God, are both 


concerned, the Power of God effecting what the Knowledge of 
God alone could have foretold. Theſe Nations, through their 
intercourſe with the Iſraelites, had opportunities of knowing 
the true God, and his True Religion, but they neglected thoſe 


Deut. v. 23. 1 Ibid. verſe 26. t Ibid. verſe 24. 
Jer. xxv. 12. Babylon, Chaldaicarum gentium caput, diu ſummam clari- 
tatem obtinuit in toto Orb pter quam reliqua pars Meſopotamiæ, Aſſyriæ- 
que, Babylonia appellata eſt. Plin, Lib. 6. Cap. 26. * 1 

$ See Ezek. xxix. 30. Jer. xxv. 12. ++ Ibid. ver. 24. 

It Ibid, ver. 22. Jer. xxv. 13. 1 | 


1 


opportunities, and in deſpite of every admonition, obſtinately 
adhered to their own Idolatrous Worſhip, a Crime of the 
deepeſt die, for which reaſon the Almighty firſt forewarned, 
then * puniſhed them. 


MoDERN Infidels may adopt the maxims of a Bolrngbroke, 
or a Voltaire; may diſavow every thing, that doth not fall 
within the line of their own finite underſtandings, not conſi- 
dering, that their ways are not as God ways, nor their thoughts 
as his thoughts; but as the Heavens are high above the Earth, fo 
are His ways above their ways, and His thoughts above their 
thoughts. The time is coming, when theſe Men, and their 
Diſciples alſo, ſhall receive their Puniſhment, for their Ingra- 
titude and Rebellious oppoſition to the moſt High ; for their 
denial and diſavowal of God's Revelations, which were graci- 
ouſly given for the Conſolation, and Inſtruction of Man. We 
all believe the coming of the Lord tojudgment, and we know 
not how ſoon he may be revealed from heaven with bis mighty 
Angels, to take vengeance on his Enemies ; on thoſe, who have 
profanely written, 'or profanely argued againſt the truth of 
the Jewiſh, and the Chriſtian Scriptures. When that Terri- 
ble day comes, and theſe wonderfully Wiſe Men, theſe Pro- 
found Inveſtigators of Truth, are ſummoned before the Tri- 
bunal of the Almighty, on their Arraignment, what can they 
plead in their defence? They cannot plead Ignorance of 'God's 

| | L Law, 
Jer. xxv. 12. Jeremiah prophefied more than 600, Iſaiah more than 700, 
and Ezekiel almoſt 600 Years before Chriſt. According to the prediction of 
Ezekiel, c. xix. 25. Egypt hath been diminiſbed and oppreſſed by Perſians, Mace- 


donians, Romans, Saracens, and Turks. The Prophecics relative to the other 
nations were fulfilled with the ſame accuracy, 
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Law, for They had Moſes and the Prophets, nay, they had that 
more perfect Revelation, foretold from the beginning of the 
World, and communicated by our moſt bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
viour, Jeſus Chriſt, which inſtead of reverencing, They ridi- 
culed, and abuſed. Another circumſtance attendant on theſe 
Men, ought to be conſidered. The uncommon, and extra- 
ordinary Abilities, with which they were endowed, and which 
. ought, therefore, to have been employed in the Service, and to 
the Glory of God, but which They baſely perverted, by at- 
tempting to deſtroy the Credit, and to weaken the Authority 
of Revealed Religion in general, will add, greatly add to the 
nie pe their eee, | 


-T H E > bf Hy 3 1 5 hath 3 ald, is ow __ 
1 that All Scripture, all that is contained in the 
Sacred Canonical Books, both of the Old, and of the New 
Teſtament, is given by Inſpiration of 1 and nee rn. 
co be.reeene, and obeyed. AA rn of 


L WILL om SY the ples? in _ 838 9 of 
the Immortal Chillingwerth,.a Man for Learning and Strength 
of Judgment, inferior to none: Propoſe me any thing (ſays 
this great Man) out of this Book, (meaning the Bible) and 
require whether I believe or no, and ſeem. it never ſo incom- 
prehenſible to Human Reaſon, will ſuabſcribe it with hand 
and heart, as knowing no Demonſtration can be ſtronger than | 


this, God hath ſaid fo, N W 2 18 True.“ 
7; *® See Egan — of Raad, 0 Chap. 6. p. 335. 
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